DIPLOMACY  AND  WAR----LAST  ROUND

treating and debating thereof, as ye may make our best bargain.
For your more ample instruction wherein, you may declare
unto them, that albeit, being Boulogne with the great part of
the country of Boulognois already in our possession, the town of
Ardres with the county of Guisnes and the residue of Boulognois
seemeth a very small thing in respect of the great sums of money
already due unto us; yet, for that we would do them to under-
stand that we have nothing more at heart than a good pacification
of all such things, as now be in controversy between us and
France, specially because by these means a great likelihood might
be of the clear extinguishment of all occasions of contentions and
strives between us and our and his successors for ever; we can be
contented, the rather for that this overture hath proceeded from
them, whom we account to be men of good faith and well
dedicate to our affairs, to remit all the arrearages due unto us, all
our charges and expenses sustained in these wars, so as we may
have for the same the town and country of Boulognois, the town
of Ardres with the county of Guisnes, wholly and freely released,
to be quietly had possessed and enjoyed of us and our heirs for
ever. In debating of which point, like as our pleasure is, you
shall extend all your dexterity to set forth the great sums we shall
in -this case depart withal, the smallness of that we shall receive
again, and employ yourself wholly to persuade the reasonableness
of this offer unto them; so, if you shall in the end see that they
shall not like it, nor will by no means assent to the same, our
pleasure is, you shall descend to another degree, viz. to offer them
not only the acquittal of all our costs and expenses in the wars,
but to discharge also the pension perpetual, so as they do, from
the time of this treaty concluded, pay unto us truly our pension
viager during the time of our life, with the arrearages thereof.
Wherein albeit they shall have no great cause to stick, yet because
we would it were wholly deciphered what they shall mean in
this overture, rather than fail, if the French King will leave to
us and our successors for ever the towns and territories abovesaid,
we shall be pleased to remit the whole arrereages, the whole
charges, the pension perpetual and the half of the pension viager;
or if they shall, in lieu thereof, be contented to pay us in hand
one million, to remit also the whole pension viager. These